
YASEMIN SENEL 
 
ARTIST STATEMENT 
 
Yasemin Senel was born in Turkey in 1953 and she lives and works now in Brussels, Belgium. She creates strong figurative 

artwork, personal and oneiric, sensitive and fierce at the same time. Her work offers fanciful childbirth linking humans to their 

animal alter egos, reinventing powerful founding myths. Yasemin Senel shakes up the iconography of myths to make them give up 

the soul in the jubilation of the gesture of painting. Between votive reminiscences and shamanistic rites, her playful trance disrupts 

gender conventions and plunders the figurative resources of a subject-pretext. The colour from which she extracts rare harmonies 

is always at the forefront of her preoccupations, exalted by colliding arrangements of planes with multiple reading spaces. 

Depending on the flashes of both cerebral and emotional grasping, scale discrepancies are frequent, as is the alternation of 

pictorial references that oscillate between esotericism and celebrations of fertility. Finally, the linear line brings the paradoxical 

counterpoint, unifying and finalizing the composition in a definitively moving register. 

 

She graduated from the Académie Royale des Beaux-Arts of Liège (Belgium) in 1978 and shows her works since 1977 (notably in 

FIAC Paris, Chicago, Paris and Luxembourg more recently). She makes paintings on canvas or paper, and drawings. 

 



BIO 

 

Born in 1953 in Turkey, lives and works in Belgium. 

She graduated from the Académie Royale des Beaux-Arts of Liège (Belgium) in 1978 and shows her works since 1977. 

 

Liard Award, 1976 

Jamar Award, 1978 

 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION) 

1984 : Galerie Triangl – Bruxelles 

1984 : Galerie Urart – Istanbul 

1985 : Galerie 9a – Liège 

1986 : Galerie Triangl – Bruxelles 

1986 : Galerie Siyah-Beyaz – Ankara 

1986 : Foire d’art actuel (Galerie Triangl - Galerie Aube) – Montréal 

1987 : Galerie Aube – Montréal 

1988 : Centre culturel Le Botanique – Bruxelles 

1991 : Galerie d’Ursel – Bruxelles 

1992 : Galerie 31 – Lille 

1992 : Galerie V. Couttenier – Courtrai 

1995 : Galerie Tesvikiye – Istanbul 

1997 : Galerie Aleph – Bruxelles 

1998 : Galerie Tesvikiye – Istanbul 

1999 : Galerie Aleph – Bruxelles 

1999 : Galerie 31 – Lille 

2003 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2004 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2005 : Galerie Tesvikiye – Istanbul 

2007 : Galerie Juvénal (Fondation Bolly-Charlier) – Huy 

2009 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2011 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2013 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2014 : Exposition personnelle, Galeri g-art, Istanbul, Turquie 

2015 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2017 : Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2019 : Galerie DYS - Brussels 

 

COLLECTIVE EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION) 

1977 : « 1 sculpteur, 5 dessinateurs », Société Royale des Beaux-Arts – Liège 

1979 : « Femmes peintres », Palais des Beaux-Arts – Charleroi 

1980 : « Voyelles », CGER – Bruxelles 

1982 : « Quadriennale des jeunes artistes », Musée de l’Art Wallon – Liège 

1982 : Galerie l’Autre musée – Bruxelles 

1984 : Colonster 84 (Les Amis de l’UNESCO) – Liège 

1985 : Université Yildiz – Istanbul 

1986 : FIAC (Galerie Aube) – Paris 

1986 : Foire d’Art contemporain – Chicago 

1989 : « Liberté, égalité, etc… » - Bruxelles, Liège, Namur… 

1992 : Fondation pour l’art belge contemporain – Bruxelles 

1993 : Musée des arts spontanés – Bruxelles 

1995 : Istanbul Art Fair (Galerie Tesvikiye) – Istanbul 

1996 : Galerie Reform – Istanbul 

1998 : Galerie Argo – Knokke 

2002 : « Autour de l’agneau », Galerie d’YS – Bruxelles 

2005 : Art Istanbul (Galerie d’YS) – Istanbul 

2008 : Galerie d’YS, Bruxelles 

2009 : Slick contemporary art fair 09, Paris 

2010 : Chic dessin (Galerie d’YS), Paris 

2010 : Art on Paper drawing art fair (Galerie d’YS), Bruxelles 

2010 : Chic Art Fair (Galerie d’YS), Paris 

2011 : Art on Paper (Galerie d’YS), Bruxelles 

2012:  Art on Paper (Galerie d’YS), Bruxelles 

2012 : Biennale Internationale de Dessin, Namur , GERY ART GALLERY 

2012 : Galerie Azur, Spa 

2013 : Mobil’Art, Biennale d’art contemporain, Liège 



2013 : Exposition de groupe à HAYAKA ARTI, Istanbul 

2013 : Portas Abertas / Open Doors Project, Portugal 

2013 : “Masques” exposition collective, Galerie d’YS 

2013 : Art on Paper, drawing art fair, Bruxelles 

2014 : “Masques” Exposition du groupe, Transition Gallery, Londres 

2014 : London Art Fair/ Art Projects, Transition Gallery & Galerie d’YS 

2014 : ""I" in their own words", Galeri G-art, Istanbul 

2015 : Brigade 15 Festival, Het Bos, Anvers, Belgium 

2019 : Drawing Now Paris (with Galerie DYS) 

2019 : Luxembourg Art Week (with Galerie DYS) 

 

COLLECTIONS 

Private collections in Turkey, Belgium, Italy, Germany, France, UK 

Reydan Weiss Collection, Germany 

Pasabahçe Cam Sanayii, Türkiye 

Fondation pour l’Art Belge Contemporain, Belgium 
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